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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 



1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: "each frames 
corresponding to types of object" is grammatically incorrect. Appropriate correction is 
required. 



2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 7, 9, 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

[claims 7 and 10] 

In regard to claims 7 and 10, "the image gate based on the information" lacks 
antecedent basis. For the purposes of art rejections, the limitation will be read as "the 
image data based on the information", 
[claims 9 and 11] 

In regard to claims 9 and 1 1 , "wherein the reading device the image data" is 
confusing. For the purposes of art rejection, this limitation will be read as "wherein the 
reading device reads the image data". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 8-11, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Parulski et al. (US 6,573,927). 

[claim 8] 

In regard to claim 8, note that Parulski et al. discloses an image processing 
device (Figure 1b, Item 14) for image processing of an image data including an 
photographic object, comprising: a reading device (Figure 1b, "MEMORY CARD 
INTERFACE") for reading the image data (i.e. a captured picture) and an information 
having a kind of an object in the image data (e.g. Appendix 1; "%AlbumHeading: 
-Vacation images-") and an object area data in which the object is arranged within the 
image data (i.e. crop section; Appendix 1 ; Column 5, Lines 48-50); and a photographic 
image corrector for correcting the image data based on the information (Column 5, 
Lines 46-48). 
[claim 9] 

In regard to claim 9, note that Parulski et al. discloses the reading device reads 
the image data and the information from a removable recording medium (Figure 1b; 
"MEMORY CARD INTERFACE") or a digital imaging device through a communication 




Application/Control Number: 09/727,537 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2612 

(Figure 1b, "COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK 7 ), 
[claim 10] 

In regard to claim 10, note that Parulski et al. discloses an image processing 
device (Figure 1b, Item 14) for image processing of an image data including a 
photographic object, comprising: a template memory for storing a template which is a 
previously prepared image data (Column 5, Lines 46-48); a reading device (Figure 1b, 
"MEMORY CARD INTERFACE") for reading the image data (i.e. a captured picture) 
and an information having a kind of an object in the image data (e.g. Appendix 1 ; 
"%AlbumHeading: -Vacation images-") and an object area data in which the object is 
arranged within the image data (i.e. crop section; Appendix 1 ; Column 5, Lines 48-50); 
and a template combining means for combining the template from the template memory 
with the image gate based on the information (Column 5, Lines 46-48). 
[claim 11] 

In regard to claim 1 1 , note that Parulski et al. discloses the reading device reads 
the image data and the information from a removable recording medium (Figure 1b; 
"MEMORY CARD INTERFACE") or a digital imaging device through a communication 
(Figure 1b, "COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK'), 
[claims 14 and 15] 

Claims 14 and 15 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 8 and 10 
respectively. Therefore, claims 14 and 15 are analyzed and rejected as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 8 and 10. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-7, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Parulski et al. (US 6,573,927) in view of lijima et al. (US 6,621,524). 
[claim 1] 

In regard to claim 1 , note that Parulski et al. discloses a digital imaging device for 
obtaining image data as digital data of a photographic image including an object (Figure 
1 , Item 12), comprising: a memory for storing image data of a plurality of frames 
representing an ideal region of an object within an image (Figure 1 , Item 36; Column 3, 
Lines 11-19; The office notes that different frames will select different sections of the 
object which will be maintained, while other sections will be overwritten by the frame's 
image data), each frame corresponding to object types (The office notes that different 
frames will correspond to different object types, for example, a "Happy Birthday" frame 
would correspond to a picture of a birthday party); a frame selector for selecting a frame 
from the plurality of frames as a selected frame (Column 5, Lines 35-50); a display 
device for displaying the selected frame superimposed on a monitor image obtained by 
an image sensing device (Column 5, Lines 43-45); an image capture device (Figure 1, 
Item 20); and a recording device (Figure 1, Item 36) for recording an information, having 
a type of the object corresponding to the selected frame (Appendix 1 ; The office notes 
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that the utilization file corresponds the image data or "a type of the object" to a selected 
frame) and data representing an object area corresponding to the selected frame (e.g. 
Column 5, Lines 47-50; Appendix 1), and the image data captured by the image capture 
device on a recording medium being associated each other (Figure 5; Appendix 1 ; The 
office notes that the utilization file of Parulski et al. associates the templates with the 
stored image data). Therefore, it can be seen that Parulski et al. lacks an image 
capture device which captures image data based on the a monitor image. 

lijima et al. discloses a digital camera which captures an image based upon a 
monitor image superimposed by a template image (Figure 9, Figure 10) to allow the 
user to line up a template image and picture image data properly. Therefore, It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the system of Parulski et al. to use a monitor image to guide image capturing 
to properly align a template image and picture image data as taught by lijima et al. 
[claim 2] 

In regard to claim 2, note that Parulski et al. teaches the use of selecting frames 
using keywords (Column 3, Lines 5-44). 
[claim 3] 

In regard to claim 3, note that Parulski et al. discloses storing information which 
has object region coordinates for specifying the object region (i.e. crop section; 
Appendix 1 ; Column 5, Lines 48-50) and an object name for specifying the type of 
object (e.g. Appendix 1; "%AlbumHeading: -Vacation images-"), 
[claim 4] 
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In regard to claim 4, note that Parulski et al. further discloses of an image 
corrector for correcting the image data based on the information (Column 5, Lines 43- 
46). 

[claim 5] 

In regard to claim 5, note that Parulski et al. further discloses a template memory 
for storing a template which is a previously prepared image (Figure 1, Item 36; Column 
3, Lines 5-24); and a template combining means for combining the template from the 
template memory with the image data based on the information (Column 5, Lines 43- 
46). 

[claim 6] 

In regard to claim 6, note that Parulski et al. in view of lijima et al. discloses a 
digital imagining device as claimed in claim 1 (see above). It is further noted that 
Parulski et al. further comprises a computer having a reading device for reading the 
information and the image data from the recording medium (e.g. Figure 1b, Item 14), 
and an image corrector for correcting image data based on the information (Column 5, 
Lines 46-48). 
[claim 7] 

In regard to claim 7, note that Parulski et al. in view of lijima et al. discloses a 
digital imagining device as claimed in claim 1 (see above). It is further noted that 
Parulski et al. further comprises a computer (e.g. Figure 1b, Item 14) having a template 
memory for storing a template which is a previously prepared image, a reading device 
for reading the information and the image data from a recording medium, and a 
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template combining means for combining the template from the template memory with 
the image data based on the information (Column 5, Lines 46-48). 
[claims 12 and 13] 

Claim 12 and 13 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claim 1 . 
Therefore, claims 12 and 13 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 1. 



Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following prior art further shows the current state of the art in 
cameras with template image operations: 

i. Moghadam et al. US 5,706,049 

ii. Ohtsuka US 6,198,526 

iii. Dotsubo et al. US 6,556,243 

iv. Windle US 6,606,117 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J Henn whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8327. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM, alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



TJH 

6-7-2004 




